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READER 


TE live in an Age, in which every body, 
/ mithout almoſt any diſtinftion, tales 
upon him to ſpeak of, and to decide in matter; 
of State. And as it is not every Prince's for- 
tune to know how to diſtinguiſh an honeſt man 
from a baſe and mercenary one ; a man of buſt- 


neſs and fit for it, from a pedant, or ſuch a one 


that is merely able to relate things as he is told 
them; it is no wonder if the Councils of Prin- 
ces are not always furniſh'd with Perſons of that 
capacity and deſert, as is required : and if in 
conſequence hereof , it happens that from time 
to time they commit very great errours, that 
draw upon them conſiderable loffes, and diſap- 
pointments, whereby the Publick cannot but ſuſ- 
fer extremely. 


The Kingdom of Sweden hath had a ſad tryal 
hereof, and nothing but the wiſedom of its ing 
hath recovered it. And as this Recovery cannot 


_ but be highly beneficial to the Publick,, which 


might 


To the Reader. 
might be looked upon as being in a very good 
poſture, if ſome Councils, that ſeem to halt , 
| could be ſet aright - ſo it 15 that, which gave 
occaſion to the birth and publiſhing of this ſmall 
Treatiſe. Which if it doth not diſpleaſe the 
Reader, may be followed in few days by another, 
done by the ſame hand, intituled, In what 
manner the Lofles of Strasburg and' Caſal 
ought to be conſidered. In the mean while 
farewell. E- | 
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Kingdom of SW EDEN 


Reſtored to 1ts true Intereſt. 


the rules of true Intereſt. For this 1s really all, 


+28  « no common Vertue to know how to walk by 
J 


the moſt perfect Wiſedom can teach a Sovereign 
Prince. But to the end a Prince may not miſtake him- 
ſelf, in the dire&tion of matters of this Importance, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that he himſelt do underſtand 
wherein really conſiſts his true Intereſt, not in part 
onely, but in the whole. For that is the moſt ſure, or 
at leaſt, if he be not endowed with all the qualities 
hereto required, that he be capable, to chuſe a wiſe and 
faithfull Council. For without either of theſe two, a 
Prince muſt be extremely fortunate, if he doth not be- 
come a prey to his Miniſters, that will oiten facrifice 
him to their Paſſions and particular Intereſts. Whereof 
the Hiſtories of all Ages do afford us thouſands of Ex- 
amples, and that wherein we live 1s too well ſtored 
with 'em, to the great prejudice of the Publick. Bur 
God be thanked that the Kingdom of Swedland, fertile 
in Princes of great capacity and vertue, doth in our 
days ſee its Sceptre in the hands of a Monarci, thar 
doth not only preſerve his Subjects and iaithtuil Allies, 
trom ſuch apprehenſions, but alſo aftords in his Royal 
Perſon, a perfe& model of a truly wiſe, inagnanimous 
and pious Prince ; wiſe, pious and magnanimous in 
that valiant way of the great Guſtave, and Charles 
$) N uſt ate 


2 SWEDEN Reſtored, 
Guſtave his glorious Anceſtours. Which is ſo true, that 
whoever will conſider without prejudice the firſt ſteps 
and conduct of the King of Sweden, immediately aiter 
he began to enjoy tully his Royal right of Majority, will 
be oblig'd to acknowledge, that in his facred Perſon 
ſeems to be revived that greatneſs of mind and ſublime 
Genius of theſe two Heroes; and theſe firit ſteps I think 
I may well comprehend under theſe five Heads. 

Firit, The unſhaken Conſtancv, this young Monarch 
hath thewn, when under the molt uniortunate circum- 
{tances, the direction of his Afjairs in 11.5 Mixorzty had 
brought hima under, during all the laſt War. 

Secondiy, His heroick Courage when at the head of 
- his Armies, as ſoon as it was in his power, to diſpoſe 
of his ſacred Perſon, winch this Prince hath expoled to 
all dange. 3 and hazards, as much as the meaneſt of his 

Subjects could have done. 5 7 

Thirdly, His Wiſedom and extraordinary Prudence 
in the management of his Afﬀairs, till the concluſion of 
his particular Peaces, in regard to his ſuſpicious, but dan- 
gerous and puiſſant Ally and Confederate; which had 
engagd him in his Mority, to make ſuch ſteps, as 
have cauſed all his Lofles, and the total ruine of his E- 
ſtates and Subjects, for a longer time than were to be 
withed. OE 

Fourthly, In the order and admirable ceconomy, this 
Prince hath been able, immediately after the ſigning of 
Nis particular Peaces, to eſtabliſh in all his Dominions, 
for the managing of his Finances, and for the baniſhing 

irom them for ever, all Confuſion and Corruption. 

Filthly, That notwithſtanding tie deplorable condt- 

tion of the publick Afairs of C ariſtendom 1n general, 
this Monarch hath, out of his own Motive, moſt wiſe- 


Iy 
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ly and moſt generouſly declared himſelf, for the only 
Party meet tor his Picty, Glory, and tor his moſt e/- 


ſential Intereſt. 


I am ſure what I have advanced in the four firſt Ar. 
ticles, can be denyed by no Man, fince it is known to 
all Europe, that I have faid nothing but what is rea] 
and true. But becauſe in regard of the fifth, Fraxce 
begins to mutter,. and the French Miniſters do loudly 


and very unequitably cenſure the judicious Conduct of 


his Majeſty of Swedland, in this particular; I have 
thought that after the obliging carriage of this Mo- 
narch, in reference to the Publick, it could not be but 
very ſerviceable, to let all unbiaſsd Perſons in autho- 
rity know, the Juſtice and Wiſedom thereof. Which 
by God's aſliſtance I hope to doe ealily in few words, 
and yet perſpicuouſly and evincingly ; for Truth doth 
naturally explain and ſupport 1t ſelt. And to begin, I * 
think it rational to ſay, that the French Miniſters can- 
not lawfully pretend his Majeſty could in this Matter, 
as well as in all others, behave himſelf otherwiſe, than 
according to his Degrees, Dignities and natural Cha- 
racters, and according to his Principles of Piety, Inte- 
reſt and Glory, inſeparable trom the firſt. 

In regard of the Degrees and Dignities inſeparable 
from the Perſon of this Monarch, we may well fay, 
that whether he be conſidered by himſelt or in reference 
to others, he muſt be looked upon 1n the firſt place as 
hereditary King of Swedland, and of all the Dominions 
united and annexed thereunto (which cannot be judg- 
ed to be dependant from the Empire ) either by Con- 
queſt or by Treaties, the Kings his Predeceſſours have 
tormerly made with the Moj/covites, Poland and the 
Kings of Deamark. 

B 2 Secondly, 


4 SWEDEN Reftred. 
Secondly, As Duke of Bremen and Pomeren, and 
Prince of Ferden and Lord of Wiſmar, with all that 


hath been added to theſe Dukedoms and Principalities, . 


and authentically ſurrendred to his Majeſty , by the 
Peace of Weſtphalia, only excepted what his Majeſty 
hath been obliged to loſe thereot, by the laſt Treaties ' 
of Nimeguen. | 

Thirdly, As Duke of Deux Ponts by an unqueſtio- 
nable right of ſucceſſion already acquired, and to be ac- 
quircd tor the future to his Perſon, as well as to his Suc- 
ccſlours, whenever it happeneth, to all the Dominions 
and Dignifies, of what nature ſoever, of the Houſe 
Palatine and of Bavaria. . | 

Fourthly, In caſe of a manifeſt oppreſſion as defender 
of the Proteſtant Religion, upon the continent of the 
North, and more particularly in the Empire. Which 
cannot be conſider as an empty and chimerical Title : 
ſince it 1s. upon this onely ground, the States general 
of the Kingdom of Swedland did eſtablith that of the 
power of dethroning S:gi/mond, hereditary King of 
Swedland, and Elective of Poland ; and of depriving 
him of all his right, to the Royal Dignity and Crown 
of Swedland, and of transferring the ſame as they did, 
upon Charles, Duke of Sudermanlaud, Father to the 
great Guſtave, whom they cauſed to aſcend immedi- 
ately the Throne. And it was allo by virtue of the 
ſame right, the great Guſtave entred moſt heroically 
into the Empire, and for to preſerve and tranſmit the 
ſame as an unqueſtionable title to the Kings his Succeſ- 
ſours, did there not onely expoſe himſelt, to all hard- 
ihips and dangers, but to his etgrnal Glory, fſacrific'd 
at Jaſt his own Lite. WWE 

And as in all that is aboveſaid I think, I have deli- 

| vered 
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vered nothing, but what is conform to Juſlice and 
Truth ; and the Degrecs and Dignities of his Majeſty 
of Swedland being thus tully cleared and fixed, I con 
ceive it will not be difficult, to define the nature ot 
the Intereſt and Maximes inſeparable trom them, in 
relation to the matter I am now ſpeaking of. And 
that I may doe it with the more exactneſs, I ſhall di 
vide them in four Articles, in purſuance of the Me 
thod I have already preſcribed unto my felt, by det; 
ning his Degrees, Rights and Dignities. 


Article TI. 


His Majeſty of Swedland as hereditary King of that 
Kingdom, with the Imperial Right, which Proteſtant 
Kings onely have the advantage to enjoy without any 
exception, has the natural Intereſt, all Sovercign Prin- 
ces generally have, to be carefully upon his guards, 
that no Prince or Potentate upon what pretenſe or 
occaſion ſoever, be ſuffered to put himſelf in a po- 
ſture, to be able to diſquiet him in any parr ot the 
whole extent of his Monarchy. And theretore it can- 
not be controverted, that if 1s his Duty, nay, his in- 
diſpenſable Duty, to hinder as much as in him lieth, 
by all juſt and lawtull ways, that no Power in Exrope, 
do raiſe and eſtabliſh it felt above a certain degree by 
Sea or by Land. 


Article II. 


His Majeſty of Swedland, as Duke of Bremen and 
Pomeren, and as Prince of Ferden, and Lord of W:/- 
mar , being; all Provinces fituated in the Empzre, 15 
preciſely concerned, not onely to take care of the par- 
ticular conſervation of theſe his Dominions ; but alto 

| tQ 
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co mind carciully two things. The firſt, that no Prince 
ol, or without the Empzre, be deficient in bearing 
due reſpeCt to a Body, whereot his Majeſty acknow- 
ledgeth himſelt to ke a Member, and. on certain Oc- 
calions a Protector. The ſecond, that no Settlement 
ever be made in the Empire, whoſe Maximes may 
any way directly or indire&ly or by conſequence, be 
in the Icaſt contrary to the means, whereby and up- 
on which the Right and Title of the King and Crown 
of Swedland and Propriety of the Dukedoms and Prin- 
cipalities aforeſaid hath been eſtabliſhed in the Em 
pre. 


Article III. 


His Majeſty of Swedland, as Count Palatine or Duke 
of Deux Ponts, by unqueſtionable right of an acquired 
Succeſſion , cannot but be eſteemed to have a great 
Intereſt, as well of glory as otherwiſe, to ſee, that no 
Prince may hinder him from the enjoyment of his 
right of Succeſſion. And this with ſo much more 
reaſon, as the tree and quiet poſſeſſion of this Duke-. 
dom, muſt infal:ibly be a preſident to 'the right of 
unqueſtionable ſucceſſion, that may tor the future fall 
to his Majeſty aforeſaid, or to any of his. Royal Suc- 
ceſJours, of all the Dignities and Dominions belong- 
ing to the Houle Palatine, and to that of Bavaria, if 
ever the Throne or the Branches of this Houſe (which 
for that reaſon hath the right of primogeniture over 
his Majeſty of Swed/and and his Line) ſhould want 
Heirs Mals, which 1s, or may 1n time be of too great 
Importance, to be lighted or neglected. And what I 
have faid juſt now, as to be obſerved by the bye, doth 
not onely regard the King of Swedland, but alſo all 


the 
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the Princes and States of the Empire. For it ſo great 
a King as his Majeſty of Swed/and may, under foine 
pretenſe or other, be deprived of an unqueſtionable 
rignt of ſnccetion,, what Prince, Earl, Baron, or an- 
cient Nobleman can promiſe himielt the enjoyment 
of his right of a lawtull Succeſſion ; or rather, who 
muſt not irom this very hour deſpair thereot and re 
nounce thereunto. 


Article IV. 


The King of Swedland, as defender of the Prote- 
Rant Religion in the Empire ( which Title is a Jewel 
the great Guſtave has purchaſed and annexed to his 
Crown, too dear for to be neglected) is moſt eftectually 
concerned, to look upon any Prince whatſoever, as 
his capital Enemy, that contrary to the Peace of We/t- 
phalia , endeavours to oppreſs the whole Proteſtant 
Party, or part thereof in the Empire, and conſequent- 


ly to facrifice all the vigour and ſtrength Almighty 


God hath endowed him withal, for to obtain fatisfac- 


tion of him. 


Bur things having been pretty quiet in the Empire, 
as for this particular, ever ſince the aforeſaid Peace, 
and being like to continue fo for the future, if no 
ſtronger did intermeddle therewith : this onely rec- 
gards, at leaft hitherto, the Proceedings, a Foreign 
Power hath ſome few years ſince carried on, contrary 
to all Divine and Humane Laws, under a ſpecious pre- 
tenſe of Zeal to the Roman Catholick Religion, to op- 
preſs ſome Members of the Proteſtant Party in the 
Empire. | 

But as it 1s notorious, that this ſame Foreign Pow- 
er hath made. nothing of invading ſeveral important 

Placcs 
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aces in the Spaniſh Netherlands, with the Duke- 
doins of Lorrain and Bar, notwithſtanding they are 
moſt Catholick Countreys ; and that not long fince, 
the ſame Power had a ſtomach ſtrong enough to ſwal- 
low and digeſt at once Strasbarg and Caſa, without 
regard to their Religion; and that conſequently all Ca- 
tholick States and Princes of the Empire may upon 
very good grounds gueſs, what they muſt promiſe 
chemfelves : 1t is to be believed, that the King of Swed- 
land, in caſe his Majeſty were at laſt forcd to under- 
take ſome thing, by way of Arms, againſt this. Fo- 
reign Power, will, without queſtion, be aſſiſted by 
all, as the conſervation of the publick Rights and Pri- 
vileges of the Empire doth require, tor the common 
g00d of all its Members, conſiſting chiefly in the due 
obſervation of the Agreements made by the Peace of 
Weſtphalia, without any innovation. But before we 
g0 any turther, two things ought to be caretully ob- 

lcrved. I le 

The firſt is; That the four ſorts of Eſtabliſhments 
and Intereſts we have ſpoken of, are really the four 
Wheels whereupon the Royal Chariot of Swedland , 
ought to move, or the four Pillars, whereby the glo- 
ry of that Crown 1s to be upheld and ſupported. And 
his Majeſty of Swedl/and that now 1s, cannot depart 
irom, or torſake any of theſe four Fundamentals, with- 
out ſhaking the whole building, and without plunging 
lumſclf ancw, but more deſperately than heretotore, 
in the ſame Abyls ot Loſſes, Contufton and Diſorder, 
is Majeſty hath been forced to cſſay during the whole 
courſe of theſe laſt Wars : and for this only reaſon, as 
It is very neceſſary to obſerve, becauſe his Council, 
complying then too much with the Paſſions of that 
| oo 
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- of France, had utterly forſaken theſe eſſential Maxims 
which flow naturally from theſe four Dignities, De 

rees and Fundamentals, and do ingage his Majeſty 
of Swedland to look upon perpetually as the compals, 
whereby the Vefel of his grandeur being conducted, 
will always arrive at the deſired Haven, by the allt- 
ſtance of Almighty God, maugre the Rage ot all forts 
of Tempeſts and Enemies. 

The ſecond is; That as on the one fide we have 
laid open without any diſguiſe, the true Intercſt of 
his Majeſty of Swedland, as alſo the Maxims, that are 
natural conſequences thereot : ſo on the other tide it 
is very well known, that the French Miniſters have 
ſome years ſince given fo manifeſtly to underſtand, by 
the whole conduct of their Aﬀairs, wherein the Inte- 
reſt of their Monarci doth eſſentially conſiſt, that his 
Majeſty of Swedland and his Council muſt needs be 
deſtitute of common Senſe, it they have not difcove- 
red, that in caſe his Majeſty had continued his Alli- 
ance with France, and conſequently made ſome new 
diverſion in favour of that Crown, according to the 
neceſlitics of the ſame, that Crown, to ſpeak plain, 
would without queſtion have compalſsd theſe three 
principal Ends. 

The firſt, His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty would there- 
by have been able to conquer caſily the reſt of the 
Spaniſh Netherlanas, either by way of dependency, 
or ſome ſuddain invation, and immediately after to 
ſubdue intallibly the united Provinces , whulſt the 
French toment and entertain the. Divitions in Fugland. 
So that by uniting the Maritime Forces of that Re- 
publick, which by this conjunction could not bur be- 
come very formidable, France might go and admini- 

(: ſter, 
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ſter, according to his own mind and pleaſure, even 
in the Sound; and on all the navigable Seas of the 
North ; in the fame manner, that Crows hath been 
daring enough not long ago, to undertake, with its 
own Sea-forces againſt the 7urk 1n the Archipelago, 

Secondly, That by the means of theſe two Con- 
queſts, and of all his Land and Sea Forces, Iis moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty would have been capable to pene- 
trate fo tar into the Empire, as to te able, not onely 
to preferve to himſelt, by an unalterable title, the 
Dukedom of Dexx Pozts, already in a manner uſur- 
ped by that Monarch trom his Majefty of Swedland, 
pur alſo by a precedent concerning, this part of Succef= 
fon, render illuſory all others, that may tor the future 
{all to his Majeſty of Swed/and's ſhare, or to the Kings 
his Succeſſours, in Right of the Houſe Palatine and 
of Bavaria. _- . 

Thirdly, As a Conquerour never wants a Pretence, 
that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty being effectually able 
to execute all he lifts in the Empire, would without 
doubt, under the ſpecious pretence of Catholiciſm, and 
reſtitution of Church Land, have put himſelt in that, 
ot uſurping and deſtroying not onely the whole Fmprre, 
 Catholicks as well as Proteſtants; but alſo 1n particular 
0 deſpoyle his Majeſty of Swedland of his Dukedoms 
of Bremen and Principality of Ferden, and of all that 
Frince doth poſleſs of any value in Pomeren and Mek- 
/enburg, granted to him by the Peace of Weſiphala. 

[ fpeak plain, and am aſſured I have afferted nothing, 
Mut what is agrecable to the rules of Right, and what 
iny Man of underſtanding cannot but be very ſenſible 
cf, if he take the pains to examine things according to 
the nature thereof, and in reference to wint may be ex- 


pected 
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pected from them tor the future, in the like caſe ; and 
it 1s ealy to judge trom theſe Rellex1ons, of the conncxi- 


'on of the Intereſt of Swedland, with that of France, 1n 


general or particular, at leaſt tor the preſent. 

But fince the French Pinijters ſfuppole with a bra 
zen Face,that nothing doth more ſympathetically agree, 
than the preſent Intereſt of Swed/and with that of France, 
to take away all occaſion of complaint, as if they were 
condemned unheard ; ct us examine the Arguments, 
theſe Miniſters make uſe of, to perſwade themſelves, 
or endeavour to perſwade others into ſo Il-grounded, 
or rather Chimerical an Opinion. 

The aforeſaid Arguments, as theſe Miniſters them- 
ſelves do conteſs, are but two in number. 

The firſt whereot 1s grounded upon the ancient Alli- 
ance made by the great Gu/tave with France, and upon 
the mutual underttanding wherein theſe two Crowns 
did act in the Empzre, till the Peace of We/fphalza ; 
France pretending and ſuppoſing this onely Example 
to be ſufficient, to hinder the King of Swed7and, to tol. 
low or eſtabliſh any other, that may alter a Relation 
ſo uſeiull and glorious to Swedl/and, 

The ſecond is founded upon the ſtedtaitneſs, his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty hath ſhewn at the congreſs at Nime- 
gaen, till the making oi the ſeparate Peaces of Swed 
{and ; that Monarch not being to be perſwaded to con- 
ſent to any Peace, till the reſtitution of what had been 
conquered from Swed/and was agreed upon. France . 
ſuppoſing that by ſo generous a proceeding his Majelly . 
of Swedland is become preciſely obliged, never to cn- 
ter into any Alliance, but with concert and participa- 
tion of France. 

Theſe Arguments indeed are very fſpecious, anu 


- 
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may be able to make impreſſions upon thoſe, who do 
conlider onely the outward ſhape of things. But I am 
ſure, whoever dives into the bottom of them, will find 
them very ſhallow and weak : and to make the nullity 
thereof the more evidently conſpicuous, there needs 
nothing as for the firſt, but to conſider, that although 
the great Gz/tave did not come into the Empire, till 
he had made a ſecret Alliance with Zewss the XIIT. 
French King ; yet the nature thereot ought to be well 
conſidered. For Guſtave coming into the Empzre but 
as a Forcign Prince, and with a deſign to maintain and 
dctend the Liberty of Germany, and of the Proteſtant 
Religion, in conjunttion with, and upon the preſſing 
deſires, of the Proteſtant Party in the Empzre, that 
thought it ſelf oppreſſed, and Lewis XIII. having de- 
clared himſelf to be almoſt tor the fame Protection : 
there was nothing at that junCture of time, that could 
have hindred the great Gu/tave to make an Alliance 
with France. But Lewis the XIV. having notoriouſly 
undertaken nothing in the Empzre, either during the 
whole courſe of the laſt War, or fince the latt Treaties 
of Peace, but to opprels there the Liberties of Germa- 
2y, and of the Proteſtant Religion ; this doth 1o total. 
«ly alter the nature of the buſineſs, that 1t 1s very ratto- 
nal to fay, that if the French King doth continue his 
Proceedings, his Majeſty of Swed/and, whether as a 


—_ 


conſiderable Member of the Empire, or as defender of 


the Proteſtant Religion in the ſaid Empire, can doe no 
lefs, than from an Ally become an Enemy of the moſt 
Chriſtian King. And as heretofore the great Gy/fave 
made Alliances with France, tor the ſupport of his In. 
tereſt ; ſo muſt not now the French Miniſters doubt, 
that it they go on in rheir continual Incrocitments up- 
on 


- 
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on the Empire, and its Allies ; or it they do not reſtorc 
all they have uſurped ſince the Peace of Nimeguen, by 
force or fraud, his Majelty of Swed/and will tlunk him 
telt under an indiſpentable obligation, to make Allan 
ces with all thoſe Princes and States, that will concu: 
with him, in oppoſing the progreſs of his moſt Clirt 
ſtian Majeſty, and in obliging the fame, to obterve 
the Treaties of Peace of Weſtphalia and Nimeguen. 
Moreover the French 7Miniſters ought not to make 


ſo much noiſe about an Alliance, in the periormance 


whereot Lewis the XIII. tailed immediately alter the 
ſame was contracted, by making a new one with the 
Elector of Bavaria, and his Contederatcs, and tor no 
other end, as has been well known, than to obſtruct 
the proceedings of Guſtave; which did put him to ve 
ry great ſtraits, drawing upon him a multitude ot 
Troubles and Inconveniencies, which at laſt by the 
ſubtle contrivance ot Cardinal de Richelien, and the 
Intrigues this Prelate carried on in that Princes own 
Army, did in concluſion coſt him his Lite, at the very 
nick of time, when this generous Monarch was going 
to triumph, 1n a molt advantageous manner, over all 
his Enemies. And tor this reaſon it is the French Mi- 
1iſters ought diſcreetly to have been filent in this mar- 
ter, ſince without doubt his Majcily of Swed/and is 
very well informed, oi the ſecret Intrigues, whereby 
France got Briſac, and the right ol prefecture of 4//a- 
tia, and became the chict Obitacle Swed/and met with- 
all in every ſtep, at the negotiating the Peace of We/?- 


phalia; whereby the Crown of Swedland was hindred 


trom preſerving to 1t felt tar greater advantages 1in the 
Empire, than thoſe the fame Crown got by the atore- 
{aid PCacc. 
| And 
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And as for the ſecond, the Freach Miniſters muſt 
really have a mind to be merry with, or harbour an 
extraordinary ſmall opinion of other Mens Underitan- 
dings, when they mean to put this to account. For 
how would his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty have been able 
to ſupport that point of glory, whereof that Prince 
pretends to be fo jealous, 1t he had conſented to the 
Peaces with the King of Denmark, the EleStor of Bran- 
denburg, the Duke of Ze# and the Biſhop of Munſter, 
without ſtipulating and executing the reſtitution of the 


 Conqueſts theſe tour Princes had made upon Jus Maje- 


fly of Swedland, or without any other regard, but to 
his ſole politick Intereſt 2 how could his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty without ſ{tipulating and executing ſuch a reſt. 
tution, hope or pretend, that any Prince or Sovereign 


State would ever care for an Alliance with him, or 


make any diverſion in his favour 2 This Monarch is 
too tender upon the point of his Reputation , which 
he knows to be of vatt conſequence on the like occa- 
ſions, and 1s too great a Maſter in the knowledge of 


Nis politick Intereſt, for to commit ſo groſs an Er-. 


rour, at leait tor the outward thew ; and the leſs tor 
this reaſon, becauſe he could not but know, that all 
Furope was lenſible of two things, that could not be 
brought into queſtion. 

The firſt, That although the aboveſaid four Princes 
had made theſe conſiderable conqueſts upon the King 


. of Swedland, yet his Majeſty had loſt them for no o- 


ther reaſon, but tor having made a diverſion 1n favour 
oi France, ſo important to the moſt Chriſtian King, a- 
g41ntt one of theſe four Princes in the Year 1674. at 
1 tume, when by the conjunction of the Forces of the 


Elector of Brandenburg to thoſe of the Emperovr and 
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the other Allies, Iis mo/? Chriſtian Majeſty was very 
near loling Brijac, which would of neceſlity have cau- 
ſed the reſtitution of the Dukedoms of Lorrain and Bar 
to their lawtull Prince, nothing being then able to hin- 
der it. 

The ſecond, That his mojt Chriſtian Majeſty was 
the more obligd to make this ſtep in favour of the 
King of Swed/and, becauſe it 1s certain, that by the 
means of this important diverſion in favour of France 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was aiterwards in a capacity, 
in the firſt place to doe what he pleaſcd, during the 
whole courſe of the War. Secondly, when it came 
to the making of the Peace, his moſt Chriſtian Maje- 
{ty hath in a manner totally preſcribed it, according 
to his own will and pleaſure ; tor all the conſequences 
of this tatal diverſion, have been occaſioned becauſc 
the Forces of Denmark, Brandenburg, Zell and Muzx- 
{ter being employed in the North, and thereby hin- 
dred trom marching to the Fronteirs of France, as ellc 
they might have done, and as 1t was abſolutely neceſ- 
{ary they ſhould have done ; it was becauſe of the ab- 
ſence of theſe Forces, whereupon the Contederates had 
reckoned, that the French King hath been able to make 
as many Conqueſts, as his Majeſty hath undertaken 
Seiges ; and that he hath deſiſted trom nothing, but 
what he has been pleaſed. And to prove fully, that 
in all probability things would not have fallen out thus, 
it the Northern Forces had been at liberty, to tranſport 
themſelves jointly with the reſt of the Confederates 
towards the Fronteirs of France, the ſucceſs of the Bat- 
tel at Zreves, and the laſt Combate and raiſing of tl.e 
Blockade of Mons having been ſufficient to evince, that 
the Frexch Generals. and French Armies are not invin- 

cible, 


< 
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1! at leaſt when others do mind their buſineſs. For 
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_ 4 token that the French Miniſters have been themſelves 


ſenſible hereof; and that theſe Northern Forces did puz- 
-cl them a little, that as ſoon as they had reaſon ro 


apprehend that the greateſt part thereof was ready to 


march, in order to act jointly with the reſt of the Con- 
icderate Forces towards the Fronteirs of France, may 
very well ſerve the precipitation, wherewith the afore: 
{faid Miniſters did fign the particular Peace with the 
Republick of the united Provinces, and preſently atter 
with Spain, the Emperour and Empire ; and all this 
when France was in a poſture to undertake all, 1t the 
dread of the Northern Forces, whereof they did tear 
the approach, had not put a ſtop to all its underta- 
K1ngs. 

And to be fully convinced, that the French Minz- 


/ters did not ſurſcaſe the courſe of their Conqueſts, but 


out of this onely regard, and not out of any Principle 


of Moderation , or a hearty deſire of Peace, we need - 


but obſerve, what they have done by the means of their 
Intrigues and violence againſt the Empzre and the Spa- 
iſh Netherlands, fince this fear hath been diſſipated, 
notwithſtanding all the Treaties of Peace. 

This being thus proved, I think no body can doubt 
of the truth of theſe two following things. The firſt 
iS, the vanity or rather the nullity of the two above- 
mentioned Reaſons, alledged by France. The ſecond, 
tat his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, as well by the princi- 
ples of his true Intereſt, as tor ſome other reſpects which 
no Prince can neglet, without wronging himlelt ex- 
tremely, was indiſpenſably obliged, to inſiſt upon the 
tire and effectual reſtitution ot all the Dominions and 
Countrics, theſe four Princes had conquered from his 

Majeity 
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Majeſty of Swed/and, who without doubt might ex- 
pect it according to all the rules of Right and Julticc. 
But it 1s to be known for once, that it 1s very tar trom 
thence; there being a great deal of difference in the 
performance of a duty, betwixt doing it ohely in part, 
and with offenſive reſtrictions, or to doe it generouſly, 
without any limitation at all. And I think my ſel: 
the more obliged to make known to the World, the 
captiouſneſs ot theſe proceedings, the more the noiſc 
the French Miniſters make abour this aftair does ingage 
me thereunto : and becaule 1t 15 convenient that ail 
Princes of Europe ſhould know, how dangerous 1t is 
to make any engagements or alliances with fo cratty 
and ſelfiſh Miniſters, as the French really are. Being 
moreover very uſefull, to let thoſe Miniſters know at 
laſt, that theſe Northern Nations, which they uſually 
look upon as Strangers and Barbarians, do not want 
People, that are ſometimes able , to- penetrate into 
their moſt ſecret and moſt hidden Intrigues and Ma- 
nagements, and to diſcover the malignity and princi- 
ples thereof. 

And the better to ſupport what I have ſaid, we need 
but remember, What I have delivered heretofore, con- 
cerning the Character of defender of the Proteſtant Re- 
lizion 1n the Empire, inſeparable irom the Rings and 
Crown of Swedland. 

Secondly, That at the making of the Peace of We/?- 
phalia, the Swediſh Miniſters in conjunction with ric 
Proteſtant Princes and States, in order to preſerve per- 
petually this right to the Kings and Crown of Swe. 
and, 10 as to put them in an iniailtvle capacity to Cx 
erciſe the ſame, whenever there thould be an occaſion, 
Jid, with the unanimous conſent and acquieſcing ot 
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the whole Empire, as well of the Head as the Mem- 
bers thereof, eſtabliſh— three things. 

Firſt, That to the Kings and Crown of Swed/and 
were delivered and entirely yielded, as we have ſaid | 
already, the Dukedoms of Bremen, of Pomeren, the 
Principality of Ferden and Seigniory of Wiſmar and ſe- 
veral other Dominions, to put the Kings of Swed/anud 
:nto a capacity, to entertain in the Empzrre Troops, ſut- 
icient lor to ſupport that Dignity it need required; and 
n caſe theſe Troops were not ſufficient, to be able to 
reintorce them by Sea with thoſe of Swedland it ſelt, 
by the way of Wiſmar, Stralſund and Stettin. 

Secondly, That with that part of Pomeren, which 
aath been given to the Crown of Swed/and, there was 
allo granted to the ſame, a piece of Land along the 
River Oder, whereby his Majeſty of Swed/and was 1.4 
enabled, on the Side of Stettizn, onely by croſling this T0 
River, to march up into the Continent, there to relieve 
and protect the Proteſtant Party, it ever it came to be 
oppreſs d. 

Thirdly, That to enable the Kings of Swedland, to 
{upport and relieve the ſame Party, there hath alſo been 
vielded to that Crows, beſides the Dukedom of Bremen f 
and Principality of Ferden, the Bailiwicks of 7eting- 
hauſen and Wildhauſen, at the other ſide of the River 
 Weſer, which afforded a ſure paſſage to the Forces of 
his Majeſty of Swed/and, which could by theſe means 
be on all occaſions tranſported, from the Dukedom of 
Bremen and Principality of Ferden, into the heart of 
Weſtphalia, and from thence whereſoever it would have 
been neceſlary. by 

This was without queſtion very judiciouſly contrti- 
ved, and executed, fo that the Empzre having __ 
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all theſe Conceſſions to the Crown of Swedland, did 
enjoy the fame very peaceably, till the laſt War, and 
would in all probability have enjoyed the ſame till, if 
by the inſtigation of Frazce, that Crows had not unfor- 
tunately began the War in the North, againſt the Flec- 
tor of Brandenburg. But his Majeſty oft Swedland bc 
ing, by the ul! ſucceſs thereof, forced to conſent, to all 
what his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was pleaſed to ordain 
herein ; the Dukedom of Bremez and Pomeres with 
the Principality of Ferdenand Seigniory of Wiſmar,have 
indeed been reſtored to his Majeſty of Swedland; but for 
what concerns that tract of Land, at the other ſide of 
the Oder, his Majeſty of Swedland hath been oblig'd to 
yield it to the Elettor of Brandenburg ; and for what 
concerns the Bailzwicks of Tetinghauſen and Wildhauſen, 
his Majeſty aforeſaid hath been obliged to ſurrender 
| them to the Duke of Ze/, and to the Biſhop of Mun- 
fter, who have ſhared them betwixt them ; that is to 
ſay, the Body of theſe Provinces in the Empzre have 
really been reſtored to his Majeſty , the glory and in- 
tereſt of his moſt Chriſtzan Majeſty requiring the ſame 
abſolutely ; but onely atter they were maliciouſly de- 
f prived of both their Armes, whereby the Kings of Swed. 
land were enabled to ſuccour and relieve the Proteſtant 
Party in the Empire, and to preſerve by that means the 
uſefull Charatter of defender thereof. By which Agree 
ment (art leaſt if there be not eſtabliſhed a new Agree 
ment amongſt the Proteitant Princes ot the North, 
which is really very neceſſary ) it at prefent the Prote 
E:- Rant Party comes to be oppreſied in the Empire, lis 
Majeſty of Swedland would not be able to ſuccour them 
by the way of the River der, without drawing upon 
'himſelf the Forces oi his Electoral Highnels of BORE 
: | D 2: DUYT ;, 
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furs ; nor by the way of the Weſer, than by drawing 


SO 5 x - : . 5 , 
upon him the Forces of the Houle of Lunenburg, and ot 


the Biſhop of Munſter. 

By the ingenuous deduction of thus particular matter, 
-1t 15 ealy to judge what any Prince or Statc may law- 
tully expcct, it tor having been an Ally ot Fraxce, things 
come ever to that paſs, that the French Miniſters, alter 
having triumphed over their Enemies, become abſo. 
lute maſters of the Peace, as they have been at Nie: 
guen. For it is unreaſonable to beheve, that the atore 
{id Miniſters did fail in this, by inadvertency, or be- 
cauſe they were not able to make theſe three Princes 
acquieſce to the full reſtitution of their Conquelts ; for 
they know too much, for to commit ſuch a fin out of 
ignorance; and the Arms of France were then too ior- 
midable, not to be able, to oblige theſe three Princes 
to the total reſtitution of their Conquelts, as they have 
eflectually obliged the King of Deumark. And it is no 
| way to be doubted, that this hath been thus directed, 
by a Council, wherein the Feſaits, irreconcileable Enc- 
- mies of the Proteſtant Party, and of the Crown of Swed- 
/and, did preſide for three principal Ends. 

The firlt, That if ever any occaſion to oppreſs the 


Proteſtant Party in the Empire, ſhould happen, France. 


might be able to doe it, without any tear of controul or 
linderance therein from Swed/and, 

The ſecond, That the aforeſaid Party loſing thereby 
all this fort of hopes, might by little and little loſe the 
reſpect and conſideration, which the ſame hath hither- 
© inviolably preſerved for the Kings and Crown of 
Swedland. 

The third, That if ever it happened that a King of 
C»ed/and {ould undertake by any of theſe two ways, to 
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juccour that Party, a diviſion might be infallibly raiſed, 
and conſequently a war betwixt the Proteſtant Princes 
of the North, whereby 1t would become calte to bring 
the Proteſtant Party to extremities 1n the middle of the 
Empire. 

[ am ſure that if my Reader be juſt, he cannot witli 
out indignation think on thele extraordinary Proceed- 
ings, ſo little agreeing with that honour and candour 
that ought always to te inviolable among(t true and 
taithfull Allies, that are of the ſame dignity. And yet 
I muſt inform him, that to make throughly evident 
what hard uſage his Majeſty of Swed/and hath met with- 
all from the French Miniſters, I muſt takenotice of lome- 
thing very conſiderable and worth obſerving. 

It is known to all Europe, that his Majeſty of Swed- 
land, to ſatisfy all the Articles of Iiis Alliances with 
France, made in the Year 1674. a very important dt- 
verſion, whereot we have ſpoken already : and that 
thereby his Majeſty aforeſaid did draw upon him at once 
the Forces of Denmark, the EleCtor of Brandenburg, of 
the Duke of Ze/ and of the Biſhop of Munſter, and part 
of thoſe of his Imperial Majeſty ; and that to defend him- 
ſelf againſt fo formidable Forces, his Majeſty was necel\- 
ſitated to be in perſon at the head of one of his Armies. 
and to expoſe himſelt as we have faid already, to all. 
ſorts of hazards and dangers. 

Secondly, That in conſequence of this diverſion, and 
the extraordinary efforts his Majeſty of Swed/and made. 
for to go on therewith, tor the reaſons we have mentio- 
ned already, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was efftectually 
inabled to triumph over all his Enemies, as it did ap- 
year but too much. 

And this not being to be contradiQed, it is reaſona- 
ble 
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ble to fay, that at leaſt in this juncture of time, his mo? 
Chriſtian Majeſty could not but thew, whenſoever any 
occaſion offered it felt, ſome gratitude, and acknow- 
ledgment to his Majeſty of Swedland. 

And as at this juncture of time, there was a very 
Treat occaſion, wherein his moſt Chriſtzan Majeſty might 
have ſhewn part of his gratitude to his Majeſty of Swed- 
land, it would not be amiſs to examine how the French 
Miniſters did behave themſelves therein. 

This occaſion happened at the ſucceſſion of the Pala- 
tinate or Dukedom of Deux Ponts, being a Patrimony, 
the French Miniſters could not but know, did directly 
regard his Majeſty of Swed/and, ſince the fame was in 
a ſhort time to tall to his Majeſty's ſhare, as well becauſe 
the deceaſed Duke had no Heirs Male, that might have 
ſucceeded him, as becauſe he was of an Age decrepit. 

This conſideration did not ſuffer his Majeſty of Swead- 
land to doubt, but that on ſo fit an opportunity, his mo/? 
Chriſtian Majeſty would be very glad, to give him ſome 
marks of his triend{hip and gratitude, the more becauſe 
his Ambaſſadour at the French Court, had repreſented 
ſomething of that nature, and becauſe the deceaſed 
Duke did not at all meddle with any buſmeſs, and pre- 


lerved conſtantly a very great reſpect tor his mot Chrz- 


jtian Majeſty. 


But what did happen ? That which really all After- 


ages will hardly be able to believe ; that is to ſay, at 
the very nick of time, when his moſt Chriſtzan Majeſty 


was indebted, to ſpeak plain, tor all, to the King of 


Swedland ; the greateſt part of that Dukedom was moſt 
horribly ranſack'd, pillaged and burnt, by the Orders 
and Armies of France: and atter the old Duke was moſt 
_unworthily driven out of his Palace, which without 
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contradiction was one of the moſt beautifull and moſt 
ſtately Buildings in the whole Empzre, the fame Forces 
have totally deitroy'd, burnt, and demolithd it, which 
hath onely been a prelude, as a iatal experience hath 
ſhewn it, of what was to tollow, by the violence trom 
the ſame hands, againſt the whole Dukedom, immedi 
ately after the ſucceſſion thereot was talken to the Kin 
of Swedland by the death of the deceaſed Duke. For, 
contrary to all divine and humane Laws, as it there 
were but a little pittifull Country Gentleman in the 
caſe, the whole Dukedom hath been ſeaſed by order of 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and afterwards in a manncr 
expoſed to ſale, by inch of Candle, to be delivered 
ro the moſt bidding, and that-would be in a humour to 
doe fealty and homage thereof to the Crown of Fraxce : 
as it his mo/# Chriſtian Majeſty had any planner ot right, 
or title to an ancient Patrimony of#he Houſes Pa/a 
tine and of the Empire. 

And theſe are ſuch proceedings, whereby not onely 
his Majeſty of Swed/and without tear of committing an 
errour, hath been inabled to learn perte&tly, what may 
really be expected from the alliance and gratitude of the 
French Miniſters ; but alſo all other Monarchs, Princes 
and Sovereign States, whom France now courts tor their 
alliance, may from thence clearly and periectiy under- 
ſtand, how tar at laſt the favours, graces and gratitude, 
they muſt expect from that Crown, may extend them. 
ſelves. 

And methinks I have ſaid enough already, tor to ob- 
tain leave of my Reader to ſay no more, 1n juſtification 
of the Prudence and Juſtice of his Majeſty of Swedland, 
relating to his laſt Carriages. But; for the publick good, 
1 am going to unravel the whole Myſtery and Cunning 
Ol 
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»f the Deſigns of the French Miniſters, and by the fame 


rneans, to lay open what at laſt all Zurope may expect, 
it the ſame Miniſters ſucceed in their dangerous Projects : 
to the end, that every one in particular as well as in ge- 
eral, may a*t with that concert, as his own prudence 
and ſtrength may inable him to doe. 

His Majeſty having ſigned the Alliance whereof we 
are ſpeaking, and the news thereof being on a Morning 
-ome to the French Court, it was ſaid there, with one 
voICe, that the King of Swedland had declared war againſt 
France; which was reflected on and blamed, as the moſt 
anworthy and moſt unwarrantable proceeding, I tor- 
Ear out of certain reſpects, to mention all that was 
 Jaid, to brand the Reſolution of his Majeſty of Swed- 
/and on this occaſion. 

I aſſert nothing, but what many credible Letters 
have informed ; and yet as the ſaid Alliance containeth 
nothing, but what is very innocent and juſt, fo no man 
could perſwade himſelf, that the fame could be ſo much 
diſliked. But this Point was cleared ſoon after, when 
Count D' Avaux, the French Ambaſladour at the Zagze, 
by a Memorial which he delivered ſome tew days after, 
irom the King his Maſter to the Szates General of the 
writed Provinces; and whereot I could be filent, it that 
Miniſter had not taken care to render 1t publick, decla. 
red in plain terms concerning this Alliance, that the 
Aung his Maſter could not lo»k upon thoſe as his Friends 
that were always ready, to ſign ſuch Alliances; ſince it. 
could not be doubted, that they are diredtly contrary to 
bis moſt eſſential Intereſt. | 

This Miniſter certainly conld not ſpeak more plain; 
and becauſe an unfortunate News-monger had publiſtt, 
that the faid Ambaſſagour was very well pleaſed with 
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the Alliance aforeſaid, Monſteur D Avaux delivered a 
ſecond Memorial whereby he demanded juſtice again! 
the ſame, and hath confirmed 1n ttronger terms tha; 
thoſe he uſed in his firtt Memorial, zhat he had ſaid no- 
thing, but by the expreſs Order and Command of the Ring 
his Maſter ; and as there remaineth-no more any doubr 
concerning the ſame, ſo to the end we may dive into 
the bottom of the conſequences of ſuch Declarations, 
we muſt firſt conſider two Particulars. 

The firſt, The nature of the Alliance, the King of 
Swedland hath ſigned ; the ſecond, with whom. 

As to the firſt, This Alliance containeth nothing, but 

a mutual promiſe betwixt the two Parties ingaged, to 
uſe reciprocally all their endeavours, and to imploy their 
utmoſt for the conſervation of the Peace of Weſtphalia 
and Nimeguen. 
For the ſecond, His Majeſty of Swed/and hath ſigned 
this Alliance with the Repablick of the united Provinces ; 
that 1s to ſay, with a State which of all the free States 
and Sovereigns of Europe is moſt abſolutely inclined to 
peace ; and preſerves the greateſt reſpe& for his mo/# 
Chriſtian Majeſty. 

And yet for all this, a moſt ſtrange thing ! France 
declares with a loud voice, and by the publick Writings 
of its Miniſters, that zt is to declare war againſt them, 
and that the French Monarch cannot take for his friends, 
thoſe that are always ready to fign ſuch Alliances, becauſe 
it cannot be unknown that they are direttly contrary to 
his moſt eſſential Intereſt. 

| In good truth, I find nothing fo fit as this, for to doe 
three chings at once. #7rft, to juſtify thoroughly the 
Prudence and Wiſedom of the King of Swedland. Se- 
condly, to prove his Zeal and ſincere Aﬀettion for the 


conſervation of the publick Intereſt and Security. And 
E thirdly, 
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thirdly, to open the Eyes of all Potentates, Princes and 
Sovereign States of Chriſtendom. | 


The firſt Point. 


The Wiſedom of the King of Swed/and doth appear 
in the firſt place herein, that his Majeſty, notwithſtan- 
ding the French Miniſter at his Court hath not omitted 
any thing, to perſwade his Majeſty into p belict that 
the Kivg his Maſter hath no other Intention, than to ob- 
ſerve molt religiouſly the Treaties of Peace of Weſ{phalia 
and of Nimegaen, hath nevertheleſs been able moſt wiſe- 
ly to diſcover, that this is what the French Miniſters do 
leaſt of all aume at, and hath been ſo happy as to find 
out the moſt eftetual and ſureſt mcans to diſcover at 
once the truth and remedy thereof. 


The ſecond Point. 


The Zeal and ſincere Afﬀection. his Majeſty of Swed- 
land hath for the publick Intereſt and Security, doth 
not ſhine forth with a leſs luſtre on this occaſion. For 
although by the Peace of Nzmegzen his Majeſty hath 
been obliged, as I have ſaid betore, to loſe two great 
tracts of Land belonging to his Provinces in the Empire, 
which 1t did import him very much to keep and pre- 
ſerve : and that on the other hand France hath offered 
great advantages, in caſe his Majeſty would continue 
inthe Alliance with that Crown; yet this Monarch. hath 
. not onely renounced his particular Intereſt and Con- 
ccrns, which he in a moſt generous.manner hath facri 
ticed to the Publick, but hath, by the ſigning of the 
aboveſaid Alliance, acquired the glory, to have given 
to all the Princes of Europe, .a very remarkable and 
important example of what they ought to doe.,. if 
thepare really for the publick Good. 
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The third Point. 


The continual Undertakings and Proſecutions of 
France, ever ſince the laſt Treaties of Peace of Nime- 
guen, the buying or conqueſts of Caſal and Strasburg 
not excepted, and the effectual ſiege of Luxemburg, un- 
der the name of a blockade, have without queſtion ſut- 
ficiently diſcovered to all, that have any 1aſight into 
the Afr of Europe, what the Publick ought to ex- 

pett from theſe —_— Deſigns and Contrivances. 
| But as the Emiſlaries of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
' that: are diſperſed up and down in all the principal 
Courts of Exrope, endeavoured marvellouſly to colour 
all theſe formal IntraC&tions of the Peace, affirming un- 
der high Proteſtations, that the King their Maſter de- 
ſignd nothing but a religious obſervation of the Peaces 
Rt of Weſtphalia and Nimeguen; ſo there were Princes and 
Councils in the World, fo good natured and fo credu- 
lous, as to hearken and to give credit thereunto. But 
his Majeſty of Swed/and, having ſigned the Alliance in 
queſtion, and France having authentically given to un- 
 derſtand, that zt u to declare a war againſt that Crown, 
and that the French King cannot look upon thoſe as his 
friends, that are always ready to ſign ſuch Alliances, fiuce 
it muſt not be doubted, that they are direly contrary to 
his moſt eſſential Intereſt : there 1s not, I think (T darc 
not ſay) any Prince or Politick Council, but any In- 
| _ habitant of a deſpicable country Town in Europe, that 
doth not plainly ſee, what the Publick muſt expect from 
$ the ſincere Intentions on that ſide. And it 1s in that 
ſenſe, Thave faid that, I know nothing more effeCctual 
to open the Eyes of all Princes and Sovereign States in 
Chriſtendom. And to look into the bottom of this 
truth, we need but take notice, andlay down —_—_— 
LE 2 or 
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lor mattcr of tact, that ſince the World was govern'd 
'y Kings, Princes and Sovereign otates, all humane 


 Viiedom and Knowledge could never find out any o- 


ther means or cxpcdicnt , to ſettle the publick Peace 
and Tranquility, when a War was broke forth, but 


the doing of theſe things. 


The firſt, by friendly endeavours or medlation to 


make the Parties engag'd agree upon a congreſs or aſ- _ 
' tembly of their Ambailacours at a certain Place. The 


ſecond, to bring 'em to an agreement, and to make 'em 
ſon Treaties for the appeaſing of their Quarrels. The 
third, to make Alliances tor the maintaining, garanty, 
and obſerving of theſe Treaties of Peace, to the end, 
the Nronger may not opprels the weaker. 

And it is not to be found, that ever any Prince did 
oppoſe theſe ſorts of endeavours, that are of publick 
right, except thoſe Princes which from time to time 


- have projected the ſubduing at any rate indifterently 
of all States, Princes and Nations. And not to flatter 


our ſelves, we ought to know, that we are come to that 
paſs, that no man that is not out of his wits, can any 


| longer doubt it; ſince the onely Party, from whence 


we ought to fear all, hath declared it in ſo plain and au- 
thentick a manner, that no reaſonable man can be igno- 


rant of it any longer. 


And this declaration is made, according to my ap- 
prehenſion, in two manner of ways, which I am go- 
10g to explain one after another. 


The firſt Manner. 


The two thirds of Europe being engagd in a War, an 
2Jreement 1s made for a general Peace, which was divi- 
ded into ſeveral particular Treaties, aiming at the ſame 
end.Fraxce ſigns them as well as the reſt. Upon the taith 


of 
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of theſe Treaties every one diſarms; France onely rein- 

forces lus Troops : and whilſt every one thinks himſelt 

ſecure, France eretts two Tribunals of his own Subjects, 

one at Metz, the other at Bri/ack, and by theſe two, cau- 
ſeth to be adjudged to the Crown, by Sentences ſuppoſed 
by France irrevocable, all that is any ways commodious 
and profitable to the fame ; and his Armies execute by 
main force all the decrees of theſe two Tribunals: and to 
much tothe purpoſe, that during the two yearsot Pcace, 
France hath made more conquelts, than 1n leven continu- 
al years of War : a moſt admirable manner France hath 
been able to make uſe of, tor to ſubdue all Europe without 
bloudſhed. Whence it is to be judged, that Cyrus, Alex- 
ander and Ceſar, were but beginners m the art of Con- 
quering; fince by this new method, 1t iseaſy to conquer 
by pieces one ſtrong Place atter another, and whole 
> States and Republicks , without hazard or loſs, and 

| without any inconveniency of Moment. 


The ſecond Manner. 


The Empire and Spain well meaning, keeping cloſe 
to their old Maxums, Maxims of Faithand Honour, and 
not being able to make uſe of theſe new methods of 
Conquering, hitherto unheard of and unknown, being 
{urprized, to ſee themſelves brought 1n a condition to be 
in a ſhort time intirely ſubdued, ſpeak aloud, and call 
for their mutual ſuccour, with a moſt lamentable voice. 
Their Neighbours hear their cries, and are not 1gnorant 
of the juſtice and neceſſity thereof. Thus particular Al- 
* larum dilates and expands it felf, and becomes general. 
Men of underſtanding and judgment examine the ſub- 
jet matter thereof, and perceive what is the buſineſs, 
to wit, that Fraxce laughs at, and makes ſport with the 
Faith of all Treatzes, that can be made with that Crows, 


and conſequently doth regard all Chriſtendom, with all 
the 
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the Princes and Potentates thereof, as Ca//zs, and fit to be 
 madea facrifice of to its ambition, ſo haughtily reſolved 
upon and almoſt in the ſame manner practifed by that 
Crown ſeveral years ſince, on a great part of the Pro- 
vinces of the Houle of Burgandy, belonging to Spary, 
on all thoſe of the Houſe of \Lorrain, of Monbelzard, of 
the Dukedom of Deux Ponts; of the whole A//atia, and 
lately of Strasburg and Caſal. _ 
A reflexion of this nature 1s able to . produce in the 
mind of thinking Men, a delire to find out the moſt et- 
tectual expedients, to ſtop the practice of ſuch Underta- 1-3 
kings ; and to bring France back, 1t it be poſſible, by 
amicable ways, into the road of Equity and Juſtice. To 
compaſs which, there are no better means to be tound 
; out, when all is done, than the lawtull and righttull 
ways, permitted on ſuch Occaſions, as we have ſet them 
down. In conſequence whereot, the greateſt part of the 2 
Princes of Earope,have been ſtirringand endeavouring to 
make Alliances, and his Majeſty ot Swed/and hath of his 
own accord, made one with the States General. France 
no ſooner had notice thereof, but publiſheth,z#hat this zs 
to declare war againſt that Crown, which cannot look unon 
thoſe as its friends, that are always ready to fign ſuch Al. « 
liances, as not being to be doubted, that they are direttly 
contrary t0 its moſt eſſential Intereſt. And tor my part, 
[ believe that in ſaying this, the French do ſpeak true, 
delivering at leaſt for this but their true Sentiments. 
It's an hypochondriack by nature, that by policy dr 
art ſtrives to look ſmooth and phlegmatick, but being 
pinch orſtruck on a fuddain, declares by his tranſports, 
the very thoughts of his heart, and the natural inclina- 
tions of his Mind. bon 
In a word, Fravce hath in all manner of ways decla- 
red it ſelf, and very authentically too. It now behoveth 
all Princes of Europe, to doe the fame at their turn; for 


It. 
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it belongeth to _y one of them, to know whether 
they are reſolved voluntarily to undergo the Yoke ot 
France, or to detend themſelves generouſly ; there be: 
ing but one of theſe two courſes to be taken. 

If they chuſe the firſt, there remaineth nothing, but 
without any compliments to play bankrupt to the pub- 
lick intereſt, to their own glory, and to their molt ef- 
ſential private concerns, under the idle title of. neutrali- 

Þ ty or ſome other. 

If the other, nothing elle is neceſſary, but a generous 
imbracing the publick intereſt, and to be admutted and 
: comprehended in the Alliances, made on that ſubject, 
every one according,to his condition and forces; ſo that 
out of*all- theſe Alliances there be made but one, as a 
concert ; conform-whereunto it is neceſlary to-aCt, in 

order to a Peace or War. 
Theſe endeavours are the moxe of an abſolute necef- 
EW ſity, becauſe to the end no body may flatter himſelf, it 
ought maturely to be conſidered, that by the late buy- 
ing or conquering of Strasburg and Caſal, France hath 
at laſt got the way and infallible means, to conquer piece 
by. piece, what part of Europe 1t pleaſeth, whereby the 
ruine of all muſt neceſſarily tolow ; and can be preven- 
- ted no other way, than by a league and confederacy of 
; all the Princes and States of Zzrope, or at leaſt of the 
greateſt and moſt conſiderable part thereot. And for this 
reaſon, I leave it to the judgment of every underſtanding 
perſon, of how great importance 1t 1s, to loſe no time, 
to perfect a work ſo neceſſary for the conſervation, or 
rather reſtoration of the publick peace and tranquility, 


T 12 regard of the vait Forces of France, and the late dil+ 
covery of the Deſigns of that Crown. 

But Fraxce ſeeing all its Deſigns laid open; and having 

reaſon to apprehend, that every one may act according 

R: to his true Intereſt, to break its meaſures; that Crown 


makes 
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makes uſe of all, and omits nothing, to compaſs two 
things, either to foment Diviſionsand Jealouſies amongſt 
ſeveral Princes,or by the means of Money,to ingage fome 
of them into its Intereſt, by ſeveral ſpectous Promiſes. 
But let every Prince, that may liſten thereunto, be 
withall duc reſpe& minded, that in ſo doing, he appears 
is wiſe, as the Overſeers of the great Dike of Weſt Frie/- 
land would be, if after they had been informed, that their 
capital Dike had began to ſhake, and to open it felt in ſe- 
veral places, did think it better, to be obiltnate, in clean- 
ſing ſome petty deſpicable Ditch, 1n the heart of their 
Province, than to go and imploy their care and induſtry, 
in repairing and ſtrengthening with all ſpeed the open- 
ings and breaches of the great Dike, which by an effe&t 
of their ſtupid neglect and careleſnels, may come to 
drown, at the firtt high water, their whole Province. 
This is what I thought fit to ſay, to let the World know 
two things; the firſt, the wiſedom and generoſity of that 
ſpirit of DireCtion, that hath in efte& produced the Al- 
liance of his Majeſty of Swedland, and of the Republick 
of the united Provinces ; the ſecond, of how great im- 
portance it 1s for tie eſtabliſhing of the publick Peace 
and Security, that this generous and great Example be 
followed by all the Princes in Chriſtendom. But it there 
be a Council ſo corrupted or ſo weak, as to hinder its 


- Prince to ſignalize himſelf in ſuch an occaſion, let the 


fame be pleaſed, that with all the reſpect due to its So- 
vereign, I do ſend the Members thereof to School to 
Algiers, that to their eternal ſhame, it may be ſaid, that 
of a ſmall and inconfiderable Republick, compoſed for 
the greateſt part of Corſaires and Renegades, they ſtood 
\ 1n need to learn the-Rules of Vertue, Policy and Gene- 
roſity. And here without going any further, I do con- 
clude for this time. 
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